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Dear Friends, 
It’s a new year! – A new day!  This is God’s doing, not ours.  Enjoy 

the newness, the year, the day that God has made and provided for us! 
I encourage you to seek the new and do away with the old.  Look for 

God’s Spirit and lead in your life.  Let go of the things that hold you back 
and bog you down.  Follow those things for which you are passionate and 
willing to suffer; you will be challenged and find a renewed excitement!  
Find the wealth and value, the work and ministry in the mundane and 
repetitive.  See it as a discipline, a practice that makes you a better 
disciple of Jesus. 

The value of Church is that where two or more are gathered in Jesus’ 
name, Christ is present.  In this new year, let us gather together often.  
Let us be in fellowship together.  Let us worship together, learn from one 
another, be strengthened by each other, serve and work together, and 
come into the presence of Christ.  

If your participation has been kind of sparse or straggly, renew your 
commitment to the community.  If your current life situation is the 
reason for you being unable to be as active as you want, please let me, an 
elder or deacon, or someone else know so that we can help attend to your 
needs. – We can come to you!  We are better together!  We need each 
other.  It is a gift from God. 

Our annual congregational meeting is going to be on Sunday, 
January 22nd following worship, with a potluck meal in the fellowship 
hall to follow.  Bring a dish or two to share.  We will (hopefully J) be 
approving the Pastor’s Terms of Call, which means that you get to decide 
if you still want me around for another year.  During worship, we will 
pass out the 2016 Year-In-Review, the Session approved 2017 budget, 
and each committee will be helping to lead worship and proclaim the 
good news, and share ways that you can get involved in the life and 
ministry of DPC. 

We have lots of momentum and energy, - newness within our 
congregation.  Come and be a part of what God is doing!  

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ…….Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of 
many,” (1 Corinthians 12:12,14). 

       Grace and peace, 

       Jeff 
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CAPTURE YOUR SPIRIT!  

Welcome 2017 by booking a spiritual retreat for yourself or plan a group outing 

with your DPC friends. Contact Andi if you have any questions or concerns. 

Scholarships are available. Below are brief descriptions. Montreat conference 

details can be found at www.montreat.org. 

DPC WOMEN’S RETREAT: Nov 17-19: Cost $150. Limited spots available. 

Deposit $40 DUE BY JAN 25 

MANTREAT AT MONTREAT: April 21-23, 2017; Cost: $127 plus lodging 

($257.50). Camping is an option if we book soon! 

ARTS, RECREATION & WORSHIP: May 8-13, 2017; Early registration with 

lodging and meals $540 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: June 18-24: Early Registration by 1/15/17 $388 plus $150 

lodging and meals. Lodging space is limited, so please register ASAP.  
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Our DPC kids and youth are blessed by a large group of volunteers who lead their Sunday School classes, yet we need a list 

of substitutes. Please contact Andi at andistem@dorchesterpres.org or at 843-367-6292 if you are willing to help. 

CAN YOU COMPLETE THIS DIAGRAM? 

If you answered yes, you qualify! If 

you have a black thumb and wish to 

turn it green, JOIN US!  Andi is, 

creating a community outreach 

program which focuses on our Earth 

care congregational gifts. Please join 

our group and learn with us. We can 

offer one-time (quarterly or 

monthly) evening classes on 

composting, herb gardening, 

crafting with recycled goods, etc. 

The options are limited only by our 

creativity!  

Please come to the organizational meeting on Wednesday, Jan 18th at 7pm in the 

fellowship hall. Let’s do our part in spreading our gifts to the community.  
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As we begin another year here at Good Shepherd School, we 
look back on 2016 and can see God’s many blessings on us. In 
December, we celebrated Jesus’ birth with a Christmas play 
put on by our Explorers, Pre-K 3, and Pre-K4 classes. They 
were so adorable! We also got a special visit from Santa. He 
said our boys and girls were very good this year!    We will be 
closed on Monday, January 16 in observance of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. Here’s to a Happy and Healthy 2017! 

mailto:andistem@dorchesterpres.org
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January Birthdays   

From your 

church family! 

Jessica Bowers 11 
Denise Swasty 12 
Michelle Graves 13 
Lindsay Stark 14 
Dianne Dube 17 
Garrett Burdette 18 
Kelly Howard  20 
Alex Hansen 21 
Cindi Veal 21 
Ella Love Limehouse 23 
Harvey Simpson 23 
Brayden Gregory 24 
Kathie Wilbur  24 
Peter Boyle 25 

Laney Leschack  25 
Rainey Bernhardt 26 
Randi Wells 26 
Richard Cushman 27 
Marshall Hogon 27 
Diane Lodge 27 
Maureen Thomas 27 
Jan Goin-Beebe 28 
Barbara Holmes 30 
John Lee 30 
Nancy Lomberk 30 
Mike Monnet 30 
Julie Burchette 31 
 

Carrie Dean 2 
Lisa Mattimore 2 
Justyn Lodge 3 
Collis Boyd 6 
Ben Parnell 7 
Ellen Styles 8 
Kelsey Balliet 9 
Don Oswald 9 
LuAnn Cushman 10 
Mimi Kackley 10 
Amy Long 10 
Austin Richardson  10 
Anthony Blake 11 
Megan Blake 11 

The Youth helped put together move-in packages for One80Place for Christmas for two families there.  

Upcoming this month:  money Matters by Doug Richardson and Youth Lock-In.   
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We spent a great deal of time on the 2017 Budget.  After session reviewed each and every line item, they 

approved a budget but this figure will be adjusted slightly after salary changes are made that include 

various benefits.  The Finance Committee is looking forward to presenting it at the Annual Congregational 

Meeting on January 22. 

Under the Clerk’s Report: 

Session approved a request for a transfer of letter for Pete Brezden to Westford United Methodist 

Church in Concord, North Carolina.  Although Pete has been gone for a number of years, many remember 

him and we were delighted he has connected with a new church. 

I announced that I will not be running for re-election as Clerk of Session.  I have been honored to serve 

and am grateful for the opportunity but am excited that Jocelyn Pryor has heard the call and will be 

Dorchester’s new clerk! 

Under Committee Reports: 

For the Deacons, Jeff reported Deacons Ann Savage, Rebecca Moore and Rick Sutton have rotated off 

and Gayle Brice, Georgia Dupree, Randi Wells and Mary Lee will be stepping in.  Please give those Deacons 

leaving a hug for their many wonderful deeds over the past three years – they have been loving and diligent 

and we are so grateful!  For the Youth, Saye briefed Session on the activities of the youth and the 

advisers, as well as the needs for the youth in 2017.  Eighteen people have signed up to make the Haiti trip 

and he estimates it will cost $24,000 to cover all expenses.  Session approved his proposal on ways to meet 

that goal and the Finance Committee added $3,000 additional funds (now a total of $8,000) to the Mission 

Committee’s budget for the Haiti trip.  Look for more information from Saye! 

The Technology Committee reported they replaced one laptop that had crashed and purchased a USB 

floppy drive for Jeff’s computer.  

The Fellowship Team stated the Advent Festival was a great event and was attended by about 85 people.  

$112 was received in donations for the delicious meal.    

The Mission Committee reported the Charlie Brown distribution of gifts went very well.  The congregation 

was extra generous and the recipients were appreciative. 

The Good Shepherd School shared that the children’s Christmas program was well received.  Andi did an 

excellent job directing the play and singing by the children!  The Board was given approval of their 

recommendation to hire a plumber to replace the rest of the copper pipes as they are prone to pin-hole 

leaks in them.  They are very pleased with work done by Rob Miller who repaired the active leaks so far.  

Session also approved hiring a person to replace the needed sheetrock after repairs are made.  

The Property Committee reported aside from the repairs made to the pipes at GSS, CPW has made 

repairs to the water main at their expense which saved the church approximately $1,500. 

The Worship Committee is looking for a new Greeter Coordinator if this is something that speaks to you!   

Presbyterian Women shared that work has begun for the January 12 luncheon for about 30 guests from 

The Village and the Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering that will be hosted by Dorchester for about 

120 ladies. 

Under New Business: 

Dates were set for the Special Meeting of Session to examine and review the Ruling Elders and Deacons-

Elect on January 8 and the Annual Congregational Meeting for January 22.   

The annual review of the church roll was completed and our congregation is now officially at 296 members! 

Blessings to all in the New Year!  

Kathy Worthington, Outgoing Clerk of Session 

S 
ession Highlights From December’s Meeting  
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Rev. Jeff Kackley, Pastor 

Andi Stem, Christian Educator 

Saye Simpson, Youth Director 

Kevin Gossett, Choir Director 

Linda Wills, Angie Krouse, Organists 

Amy Plexico & Angela Laflin 
Nursery Staff 

Dianne Dube, Financial Administrator 

Simplicia Smith, Church Administrator 

Work willingly at 
whatever you do, as 

though you were 
working for the Lord 

than for people.  
Colossians 3: 23 


