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The Good News

Dear Friends,
The Lord is risen! The Lord is
risen indeed! Happy Easter!
I want to give everyone a “heads
up” that I will be gone quite a bit in
the next few months. So if you
notice that my office is empty, I
have not ascended (hopefully just
yet) to heaven.
I remember when I was a school
teacher and an Elder in the
Church, before going to seminary
that it seemed like the Pastor was
always gone – on vacation, going to
this conference or that conference.
I remember thinking, “Wow, it
must be nice. I’d like to have a job
like that!” Well, be careful what
you ask for! I do have a great job,
but being gone is not always the
fun and games that I once
imagined it to be. The reality is
that I get four weeks off a year for
vacation, which is great, but that
also means only four Sundays or
weekends. So, there are years (like
last year) that I might go an entire
year without seeing most of my
family in Virginia. In addition to
my four weeks of vacation, I have
two weeks of continuing education,
and two weeks of service to the
larger church. When we had an
Associate Pastor, we could cover
for each other when one of us was
gone and the congregation
probably never even noticed, but
now, you will notice. So, here are
my upcoming events when I will be
gone. Please do not “skip” because
I am not here. You are not
gathering on Sunday mornings to
worship me!

March 28- April 3, I will be taking
my first vacation for the year. Russ
Blackwelder will be preaching on
the 3rd.
April 13-18, I will be in Washington
D.C. for continuing ed. attending
the Compassion, Peace, and Justice
Day and Ecumenical Advocacy
Days. The Presbyterian Hunger
Program staff and advisory
committee that I chair will also be
meeting – so I will also be doing
some work. Colin Kerr the
Charleston area Campus Minister
will be preaching.
May 13-15, I am officiating a
wedding in Charlottesville, VA for
one of Mimi’s cousins. This is work
and service to the larger church.
Russ will be preaching again.
May 30-June 5, I will be on
vacation, but I will also be
officiating another wedding in
Texas for one of my students that I
taught when I was a teacher.
Lissa Long the Associate Pastor at
Palmetto Pres. will be preaching.
I am also going to be gone to
Montreat that next week with the
H.S. youth from June 6-11, which is
just a different type of my DPC
work.
Again, all exciting, fun,
reenergizing, new, and different
things – but all pretty much work.
So, I love all y’all! I haven’t
abandoned you. Just be patient
and understanding with me if you
can.
Grace and peace,

Jeff
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Highlights from March’s meeting of Session:
Under the Pastor’s Report:
He read a thank-you note from the Ashborough East’s
Home Owner’s Association for allowing them to use
the church’s facilities for their meetings while their
community building was being restored after the
flood.
Hearts With Haiti has asked Dorchester to host their
fundraising program on Friday, April 29. Session approved the request and is looking forward to offering
lodging and meals to the three-member troop, along
with our facilities for their music and reception. More
info will be shared as the time approaches. As you
may remember from past events, they are very entertaining!
Under Committee Reports:
The Deacons are continuing to reach out to members
in need and encourages everyone to help when called
upon for the Meal Train or to offer rides to members
for church or doctor’s appointments. .
The Youth have been extremely active and are already
planning for events this summer. Five youth and one
advisor has registered for the PCUSA Youth Triennium in Purdue for July and Five youth and 2 advisors
are registered for Salkahatchie. The girls’ bible study
has a great following and is on a rotational schedule
on Tuesday or Wednesday so that more girls can attend. Session approved two fund-raising events: In
April the Swastys have offered the youth their car
wash on Midland Parkway for an “After Pollen” event
and they will be having an Italian Dinner Date Night
with Fettuccini Alfredo and sausage, salad, bread and
éclair cake either in April or May. Look for more information from the Youth!
The Finance Committee reported the church is ok
financially. The bills have been paid, the operating
account had a balance of $24,755 and there is
$10,000 in savings. And yes, Dorchester now owns
$2,500 of Pepsi stock! In addition, a member of Session will be joining a member of the Finance Committee to do the annual procedural audit sometime this
month.
Christian Education Committee reported there is
already curriculum lined up for all children’s classes
for the 2016-2017 school year and all that needs to be
purchased is the paper workbooks. They are working
on flyer/postcards to advertise the summer events and
plan to include The Good Shepherd School in the distribution.
The Technology Committee installed a desk top
computer at GSS and are working on improved technology for Andi as well. As soon as all information
has been received from the committees, the website
should be ready to launch.
The Mission Committee shared thank-you letters
from Dorchester Habitat, the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance program, Expanding The Table and Heifer
International for donations they received from God’s

Gift Shop. They are continuing preparation for Dorchester Serves Day on April 23. Look for Minute-forMission announcements and plenty of opportunities
to sign up for the site of your choice. And seeds have
been planted and are coming up in the Community
Garden! A plan on how food will be distributed is
needed. More information about the garden will be
shared soon.
The Personnel Committee reported Brenda Sutton
has joined the committee as their 4th member. On
the church organist vacancy, no luck so far. They are
continuing to advertise in the Presbytery Chat Line
and on the Charleston American Guild of Organists’
website. They also submitted and Session approved
suggested hourly rate/salary change forms for use by
GSS and the church.
The Property Committee had a terrific work day,
completing painting jobs, plumbing repairs, fixing
lights and much more. Be on the lookout for the next
work day on April 16.
The Worship Committee reported the Pulpit Supply while Jeff is out of town is:
 April 3 – Russ Blackwelder
 April 17 – Colin Kerr
(College of Charleston & Citadel Campus Minister)

May 15 – Russ Blackwelder

June 5 – Lissa Long (Associate Pastor at
Palmetto)
The Good Shepherd School is full with 82 students
and their finances are good! They have been busy
making some changes in one of the classrooms by
adding a mini toilet for use by the children and replacing a broken window. The board reviewed and made
changes to some policies and stated the staff is very
happy with their new computer.
I reported for the Presbyterian Women and stated
a group will be traveling on the church bus to Sea Island Presbyterian Church in Beaufort for the big
Spring Gathering on April 9. Another batch of surgical caps and therapy dolls were delivered to MUSC
and the cookbook sales are now up to 203! The women voted to donate $100 to each youth that attends the
Triennium event in July to help defray their expenses.
The Christian Education Search Committee
reported they have been meeting frequently and have
about completed the Church Leadership Connection
Information form. They expect to have everything
ready to submit to Session for review after their next
meeting.
Under New Business, Jeff reported that Presbytery’s
Committee on Ministry has received an inquiry from
Pat Jones, a student at Erskine College, who is interested in serving as a summer intern at Dorchester after her graduation in May. What an exciting opportunity for both Dorchester and the intern!
All for now
~ Kathy Worthington, Clerk of Session
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Seniors 55+ Ministry-First Gathering Sunday May 1
The month of May is dedicated to older adults. The May 1st
service is dedicated to our DPC seniors. The effects of aging
include physical, social, financial,
emotional and spiritual aspects of a person.
While it is important for churches to
nurture the youth, it is also important to
recognize the needs of older Christians.
The Memorial Garden Board of Trustees is
sponsoring a gathering after church in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 1, 2016 in order to obtain
information on how we, at DPC, can integrate and cultivate an
awareness of the needs of the older people in our congregation.
The purpose of the gathering is to listen to people whose age is 55+
and learn what can be done to address your needs. We will have
discussions, play games, ask questions and see where the spirit
leads us. The time spent together on the 1st of May is intended to
be light hearted and joyful. At the same time, we are interested in
serious input from those who attend. We want to hear your
wishes. Please plan to attend and bring ideas to the table on how
the seniors of DPC can be better served.
As lunch will be available, please RSVP as soon as possible.
Reminders will be posted in the bulletin with a RSVP form to be
placed in the Offering Plate or sent to the office c/o Memorial
Garden Board of Trustees.
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We are looking forward to celebrating
Earth Day with worship outdoors again
this year on Sunday, April 24 in our
outdoor sanctuary behind the pavilion.
Please bring your chair (and put it up
close to the front so you can hear) and
join us!
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outh Group
March was a busy month for our youth. We
kicked off the month with a camp-out at Edisto
Beach for the boys and a lock-in at DPC for the
girls. We had 7 boys and 4 advisors at Edisto
Beach. They worked on a service project (with
power tools!), had fellowship and games, and
served the Lord’s Supper to one another. We
had 24 girls and 7 advisors for the lock in where
we played wild games, made pizza, had a bon
fire, started a bible study series and crafted!!
Many thanks to Rick Sutton, Scott Wickersham
and Brandon Page for serving breakfast (to our
weary crew) and to Julie Richardson for leading
our new teen girls’ bible study: “So Long,
Insecurity” by Beth Moore. We will continue this
bible study weekly through May and encourage
all girls, high school and middle school to
attend.

We had a fantastic showing with 24 on the DPC “Walk for Water” team on
March 12th in Charleston. Together we carried our buckets, with thousands of
other walkers, nearly two miles to collect water. We then carried our filled
buckets two miles back to “The Joe”
where the water was filtered. Carrying
water is necessary for survival in many
third world countries, and Water
Mission is making great strides and
improving lives through better water
quality. If you wish to support our team
and Water Mission, go to
walkforwatermission.org and search for
our team: Dorchester Presbyterian.
After a big day of walking for water and
Rent-a-Youth jobs, one would think our
youth would be tired! But no…they asked to gather for Sunday night fellowship
for a dose of good old-fashioned fun! What a blessing these kids (and super
advisors) are to all of us.
March concluded with a 70’s costume party and movie presentation of “Jesus
Christ Superstar.” Doug Richardson discussed how this rock opera affected his
generation and how it was perceived by the public in the 1970s. April holds
great plans for fun with paintball, random acts of kindness, the annual
progressive dinner, and a special small group event, “Who am I?” led by Jeff.
Look out for more crazy pictures from our inspiring DPC youth!
DPC Youth have the opportunity to attend the
2016 PCUSA Youth Triennium in Purdue, IN,
July 19-23. This event, held once every three
years, is a massive youth event where 7000
Presbyterian youth from around the US gather to
worship, sing, laugh, learn and explore their
faith. The cost of this event is significant at $750
per youth. In an effort to help our youth get to
Purdue, we are bringing back the rent-a-youth
program! Let our youth help you get your spring
cleaning finished! If you have a yard or house project, simply give Andi a call
(843-367-6292) and she will coordinate the rest. Together, we can get your
work done and send our youth on an inspirational journey.
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SUNDAY MORNING
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DORCHESTER SESSION

Elders:
Class of 2016: Kelly Burchette (1 yr.)
Rebecca McBrearty
Shirley Monnet
Bill Rooney
Ansley Savage (1 yr.)
Roslyn Taylor
Joe White
Class of 2017: Martha Sue Hope
Linda Jenkins
Peter Jones
Joey Kuhlmann
Jocelyn Pryor
Class of 2018: Pam Brice
Jason Gamble
Scott Lodge
Brandon Page
Michele Robertson
Clerk of Session:
Kathy Worthington
Deacons:
Class of 2016: Rebecca Moore
Rick Sutton
Ann Savage
Class of 2017: Bob Semle
Jan Beebe
Anne Peterson
Class of 2018: Lydia Berude
Isabelle Rooney
Ellen Smith
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Christian Education:
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Fellowship:
Rebecca McBrearty
Jocelyn Pryor
Finance:
Joe White
Shirley Monnet
Good Shepherd School:
Joey Kuhlmann
Peter Jones
Mission:
Martha Sue Hope
Personnel:
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Property:
Bill Rooney
Scott Lodge
Technology:
Jason Gamble
Worship:
Michele Robertson
Roz Taylor

