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A Message from the Youth Director
To my DPC family,
As we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Christ during this Advent
season, I wanted to share some of the joys that I've experienced as a youth

director so far as well as about some upcoming opportunities for the
congregation to be involved with.
Over the last two months the Middle School has attended a conference at
Bethelwoods led by some of our high schoolers, we have started serving dinner
as part of our weekly youth group meeting, participated in some random acts of
kindness, and prepared and served food to the men at Home of Hope. It brings
me great joy to lead such a wonderful and dedicated group of advisors and kids
in building relationships and serving God and others. We have much planned for
the new year as well.

Where the youth need your prayers and support will be in helping to support the
over 40 youth and adults going on Montreat trips as well as the 18 participants
on our trip to Haiti to support our partners in ministry at Wings of Hope. We will
have several dates in the Spring where you can rent a group of youth to help
complete a task like painting, cleaning up a yard, help set up for an event, or
anything else you may need assistance with. There will be a few other events
that will give us the ability to go on these wonderful service and faith forming
trips.
The event coming up next is a DPC tradition (and one I'm looking forward to

biting my teeth into) —the Cookie Walk on Sunday December 11, where you will
be able to buy some delicious homemade cookies. I hope to see you all there
and meet you if I have not already done so.
I will continue to give updates on upcoming events as they become available.
Your prayers are most appreciated. I hope that your holidays will be filled with
peace and joy as you spend time with family and friends and remember the hope
we all have in the coming Christ child, Jesus.
Peace of Christ,

Saye
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By Andi Stem

We all need a retreat from the craziness of life and an opportunity to spiritually refuel ourselves. I have been approached by many of you requesting retreat offerings. As 2016 draws to
close and you begin planning for 2017, take a look at the options listed below. The Presbytery
also offers a family retreat at Bethelwoods in the spring. Information on this retreat is forthcoming. (Scholarships are available.)
BETHELWOODS Christmas Retreat: December 17-18
Our annual retreat offers a chance to experience camp during the
holiday season. Open to middle and high school aged students, join us for
games, worship, and Christmas cheer! Cost is $75 per camper. Drop-off begins at
1pm on Saturday. Pick-up is 2pm on Sunday.
April 21 - April 23, 2017
Connect your personal journey to that of many others through stories and
activities. There will be time for community and time to be
alone. The “Mantreat” will also offer optional hands-on
activities to learn new skills. Read more about last year’s
conference from a participant’s perspective and from the
keynote leader. Participants can stay in Assembly Inn, the
Montreat campground, or commute from private housing.
Cost for the conference is $127 plus lodging. I can coordinate this as a camping
event, but need to make reservations in January in order to secure a site at the
Montreat Campground. Another option for the men is a local camping weekend at
Edisto State Park.

ARTS, RECREATION AND WORSHIP
May 8-13, 2017
The Arts, Recreation and Worship Conference is an experiential
5-day event focused on recreation, worship, community, creativity,
and the arts. It is designed for those who want to deepen their
creativity, broaden their leadership skills, and experience personal spiritual renewal. In addition to whole group worship and recreation events,
participants select from a wide range of unique courses. ARW welcomes pastors,
educators, youth workers, church volunteers, camp and conference professionals,
recreation workers of all denominations, and anyone interested in the arts, recreation and worship to participate in the workshop. The 2016 cost for this conference was $480, 2017 prices have not been published. I am attending this event
and would love for one of you to join me.
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Worship & Music I: Then Sings My Soul
June 18 - June 24, 2017
In this time of high anxiety in everyday life we sometimes
feel like the world is changing so rapidly and nothing is sure.
We seek in worship and in our rehearsals and seminars to be
reminded that nothing can separate us from the love of God
in Jesus Christ: not a divisive political scene, not conflicts in
the church, not declining health, not rapidly changing social
norms, nor anything else. We are given that assurance time and again in scripture. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, for God is with us, always. I
believe this is BY FAR the BEST conference Montreat offers, regardless of your
musical or artistic abilities. The early registration discount (by 1/15/17) is $388,
and lodging is $150.

“Lunch Bunch” Road Trip to Myrtle Beach

Join us as we head to Myrtle Beach on December 13th for the matinee
showing of “The South’s Grandest Christmas Show” at the Alabama
Theatre. If we have 20 attend this event, the cost is $29. If less than 20
attend, the cost is $43. We will depart DPC at 10am and have lunch in
Myrtle Beach (cost approx. $15). Register by emailing Andi at
andistem@dorchesterpres.org, or by signing up on the sheets in the
vestibule or on Andi/Saye’s door in the office. Don’t miss the fun!! This
is a great way to kick-start your holiday!
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Annual Christmas Project

December 2016

Due Dec. 11

Please return your wrapped gift with the original gift tag to church
on or by December 11. God so freely shared with us in the birth of
His Son, our Savior, so we are invited to share that very love in this
caring manner.
S UNDAY Dec. 11
The youth will be hosting their cookie walk after church in the
fellowship hall on December 11th. Join us in the fellowship hall to
walk the cookie mile and pick out your favorites and try something
new! We also invite you to hang around and enjoy some of your
“loot” over fellowship, hot chocolate, and coffee! You can
fill a large box for $10 or a small box for $5. You can also
be “green” and bring your own container – the price will
depend on the size of the container. Proceeds will
support PYC 2016 trips. We have a LOT of youth, so we
need you to buy a LOT of cookies!

Lessons & Carols Service

Sunday, December 18

You do not want to miss this special service of Christmas readings and music. You will be lead in worship by our own Dorchester choir, as well as the children’s choir. Music will also feature a
variety of instruments with some of our own and some guest musicians. We hope to see you in worship on the 18th for this uplifting service that will surely get you in the Christmas spirit!

God’s Gift Shop
Turn in your orders for God’s Gifts Shop by December 11th to get it
filled before Christmas. This is a wonderful way to give two gifts at
once. Your gift given in honor of a loved one also gives a blessing to
others! Speak with Pam Stewart if you have any questions.
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December Birthdays
Peter Jones
Carole Proefrock
Isabelle Rooney
Jackson Rundall
Joshua Rundall
Jim Boone
AnnaMae Novakowski
Pame Schilling
Scott Nelson
Linda Jenkins
Buddy Novakowski
Ed King
Becca Blackwelder
Jed Dehaven
Jan Lowry
Madison Kampwerth
Rebecca McBrearty

2
2
2
3
3
5
5
5
7
10
10
11
13
13
13
14
14

Mary Jo Blackwood
Moana Limehouse
Barbara Jackson
Betty Bentley
Rachel Mambou
Kathy Worthington
Kinsley Wardlow
Carl Beal
Cooper Mitchell
Bill Moore
Andrea LeSchack
Mary Lou Core
Janet Hortman
Brady Dehaven
Bob Ticknor
Carolyn Davidson
Jena Prevuznak

15
15
16
17
19
19
21
23
24
25
26
27
27
28
28
29
29

From your church family!

Advent Festival
"The Spirit of the Nativity"
Sunday December 4, 5-7pm
We hope you will join us for a casual evening of food, fellowship,
singing, and a creative retelling of the Christmas story as we
celebrate the Advent season. We will start the evening with a
potluck dinner. A through M please bring a side dish, and N
through Z please bring dessert. Meat will be provided. We will
have a craft station for the kids/youth. After dinner we will have
our program and carol singing, followed by dessert, coffee, and hot
chocolate. Please bring your family nativity scenes to be used for
display only. Drop them off on Sunday morning and leave them on
the tables in the fellowship hall. Please use the cards provided for
your name and the special story you would like to share about
your nativity scene.

The Good News
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER’S MEETING
An e-mail vote was taken on October 23 on the

the Youth Room no longer works – if anyone has a
spare to donate, it would be appreciated!

recommendation of Ruling Elder Jason Gamble to

The Finance Committee reported that while the

request

site

year has been good thus far, the church is getting

“dorchesterpres.org” and transition email to that

to a critical stage going into next year. Comparing

address, allowing DPC staff to use Google Apps for

last year to current, the church is down $22,000 in

non-profits free of charge.

identified pledges.

Under the Clerk’s Report:

approval

to

register

the

The current website

Year-to-date, the church is

and email addresses would be maintained and

about $10,000 in the hole.

forwarded to this shorter address. Sufficient yes

balance sheet has about $3,500 in the operating

votes were received by October 24 to approve the

account.

recommendation.

expenses due in November, it may be necessary to

With payroll and a number of other

look at the savings account or the church stock.

Under the Pastor’s Report:
Jeff distributed Committee preferences to the
incoming and current Ruling Elders. He was pleased
to report there are 23 visitors plus children who
have been worshipping at DPC on a regular basis.
He has been invited to serve on a Presbytery
Shepherding Team. He reminded Session that the
students from Vanderbilt University will be staying
in the fellowship hall from Sunday, December 18
through 23rd while they do their mission project.
Under Committee Reports:
The

Month-to-date, the

Deacons, in addition to caring for the

congregation, have been reviewing the church roll.
Jeff has sent letters to members who have not
been attending for some time and has received
responses from most of them.

For the 2017 budget, Committees have been busy
submitting their requests. The Finance chair also
shared that beginning December 1, any employee
making under approximately $47,000 comes under a
new program, no matter if they are exempt or not,
that requires they be paid overtime at time and a
half if they work more than 40 hours a week. That
applies to about a half dozen employees and means
tracking their time and overtime will be essential.
The Christian Education Committee has decided
to do three events next year for VBS, similar to
the program this year, rather than a week-long
event.

They are also looking for some new

Committee members to serve. Other action items
included voting on new procedures for nursery
workers and having the CE Director work with the

Our Youth made a profit of about $1,800 from the

coordinator on the bags of supplies for children so

Haiti Yard Sale. A lot of the unsold items went to

they can match the lectionary and be more earth-

Home of Hope, the Habitat Resale Store, Good Will

friendly.

and people’s homes. The middle schoolers went to

The Technology Committee reported that the

Bethelwoods and the high schoolers did random
acts of kindness.

Both the middle and high

schoolers started the dinner prep for Home of
Hope and the high schoolers delivered the meal and
stayed to visit with the guests.

On Halloween

weekend the youth played games.

Saye, the new

Youth Director, has been reaching out to many of
the youth who have not been attending regularly.
He has also been attending many of the events in
which the youth participate. By the way – the TV in

security system for the church office is in place
with the exception of running the power. The next
thing to install is the new key pad on the door
outside the GSS office.
The Fellowship Team stated the Women’s Retreat
was a huge success. The committee is looking into
options that will allow more members to attend
next year and still be reasonable in price.

Their

next event is Advent Sunday on December 4 from
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS, CONTINUED
The Mission Committee wants to remind members

The Property Committee reminded Session that

it is not too late to participate in God’s Gift Shop.

there will be a work day on November 19.

There is a catalogue in the Narthex. The Charlie

good

Brown Project is progressing and will provide gifts

replaced

for 20 children and 8 adults from Habitat families

Sanctuary after some were lost during Hurricane

and senior adults.

Matthew!

The deadline to return your

gifts and food items is December 11. They also win
the prize for being the first Committee to submit
their budget requests!

The

note, Marshall

Hogon and

On a

Bob Ticknor

some shingles on the roof of the

Worship

Committee

reviewed and made

several changes to the church’s Wedding Policy and
next they will tackle the Funeral Policy. They also

The Good Shepherd School reported they had a

coordinated with the Youth Director to invite the

delicious Thanksgiving Feast and the school is

youth to help the Presbyterian Women erect and

financially sound. They have reviewed a copy of the

decorate the Chrismon Tree.

proposed budget and estimate the need for

Carols service is set for December 18 and soon you

approximately $16,000 in major repairs and the

will see poinsettias in the sanctuary for Advent.

replacement of some appliances. In addition, they

And if this calls to you, they are searching for a

have talked with an awning company about the need

new Greeter Coordinator!

for shade on the playground and are also looking to

Presbyterian Women reported they are continuing

spend about $800 to make repairs to the slide.
The staff and members of the Board also spread
another truck load of mulch on the playground.
Look for Christmas decorations soon!

The Lessons and

to work on surgical caps for the children at MUSC.
Their next meeting includes worship at the Chapel
followed by lunch at The Village at Summerville on
the 3rd Thursday in December.

Work has also

The Personnel Committee stated in accordance

begun for the January luncheon for guests from

with the Presbytery’s Sabbatical Policy, the Chair

The Village and the Presbyterian Women’s Spring

of

Gathering that will be hosted by Dorchester for

the

Presbytery’s

Committee

on

Ministry

(Dorothy Blackwelder) has been notified in writing
of

Jeff’s

sabbatical

for

June

5

about 120 ladies.

through Under New Business:
September 8, 2017. There are two models to
It was agreed by common consent to elect Peter
follow under the circumstances – an Interim Model
Jones to attend the December 13 Meeting of
where DPC would hire someone to fill the pastor’s
Presbytery as well as all Presbytery Meetings in
position while he’s gone or a Congregational Model
2017. Session agreed by common consent to limit
where DPC membership will manage the coverage.
the number of offerings offered to the
Session voted unanimously to go with the
congregation in 2017 to the following: Souper Bowl
Congregational Model. At the appropriate time
of Caring, One Great Hour of Sharing, Mother’s
someone from the Presbytery could visit DPC and
Day Offering for Presbyterian Homes of SC,
talk with the congregation about what it means to
Second Sunday Stewardship and God’s Gift Shop.
have a sabbatical and answer any questions. In
All for now!
another action, Session approved the request to
Kathy Worthington, Clerk of Session
update the job description for the Financial
Administrator. And since it has been about two
years since salary ranges were established, the
Committee will survey similar programs in the area
for comparison and consideration.

D O R D O RC H E S T E R P R E S B Y T E R I A N
10290 Dorchester Road
Summerville, SC 29485
Visit our Website at:
www.dorchesterpresbyterian.org
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Monday-Thursday
Telephone: (843) 871-3572

Please join us at
5:00 p.m.
&
7:00 p.m.
for our Christmas Eve Services

DORCHESTER PC (USA)

Rev. Jeff Kackley, Pastor
Andi Stem, Christian Educator
Saye Simpson, Youth Director
Kevin Gossett, Choir Director
Angie Krouse, Linda Wills, Organists
Amy Plexico & Angela Laflin, Nursery Staff
Dianne Dube, Financial Administrator
Simplicia Smith, Church Administrator

SUNDAY MORNING
Worship: 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

DORCHESTER SESSION
Elders
Class of 2016: Kelly Burchette (1 yr.)
Rebecca McBrearty
Shirley Monnet
Bill Rooney
Ansley Savage (1 yr.)
Joe White
Class of 2017: Martha Sue Hope
Linda Jenkins
Peter Jones
Joey Kuhlmann
Jocelyn Pryor
Class of 2018: Pam Brice
Jason Gamble
Scott Lodge
Brandon Page
Michele Robertson
Clerk of Session:
Kathy Worthington
Deacons
Class of 2016: Rebecca Moore
Rick Sutton
Ann Savage
Class of 2017: Bob Semle
Anne Peterson
Class of 2018: Lydia Berude
Isabelle Rooney
Ellen Smith

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Christian Education:
Pam Brice
Fellowship:
Rebecca McBrearty
Jocelyn Pryor
Finance:
Joe White
Shirley Monnet
Good Shepherd School:
Joey Kuhlmann
Peter Jones
Mission:
Martha Sue Hope
Personnel:
Linda Jenkins
Property:
Bill Rooney
Scott Lodge
Technology:
Jason Gamble
Worship:
Michele Robertson

