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THE GOOD NEWS
Dear Friends,
I will be taking my thirteen weeks of
Sabbatical at various times
throughout the year rather than for
three months in a row.

(the Clerk of Session), another Elder
on Session, Anne Peterson (the
Moderator of the Deacons), or
another Deacon on the Board.

The Staff, Session, and Deacons are
The reason that I am doing this is two more than capable of dealing with
any situation without me, except
-fold. First, this is what works out
perhaps, for a death in the
best for me and my family. We are
congregation or an extreme pastoral
not confined to three consecutive
months of togetherness :) and it also situation. Hopefully this will not be
the case, but things do arise, and
allows us to do some things that I
when these types of things happen,
normally don’t get to do throughout
y’all need to be cared for. If I can’t be
the year. Secondly, this is what I
here, another pastor will be. It will
think (and the Session thinks) will
not be “me,” but know that I want to
work out best for the congregation.
be here, but can’t.
What I love about my job is that
The Staff, Session, and Deacons will
sometimes it is hard to differentiate
have instructions on when and how to
between work and just what I
naturally want to do. This is also the contact me or whomever else, if need
be. Again, please, let them be the
difficult part of my job. I need to
have time to get away and not be “in ones to do the contacting. Most likely
they can handle whatever the
charge” or feel “responsible.”
However, I also can’t and don’t want situation is on their own anyway.
to try to totally disengage. I want to
Lastly, y’all are more than capable
be part of the life of the congregation. (and responsible) with or without me
So, most of the Sabbatical will be like to care for one another! This is your
three weeks gone-two weeks working, job! The staff, Session, Deacons, and
two weeks gone- one week here, two I cannot totally care for you – it is up
to all of us! - - - Don’t skip out on
weeks gone- two weeks here, etc.
worship or regularly meeting
When I am here, “I’m here.” And
when I am gone, “I’m on Sabbatical” together! Other people have sermons
to give besides just me!
– rest and play!
Please do not contact me at any point
on my Sabbatical. You can talk to me
in the grocery store or wherever –
let’s just not talk pastoral stuff. It’s
hard for me to disengage, and I really
do need time to just be “Jeff” and not
“the Pastor.” If you need me, or feel
like you need me, you can contact
Simplicia at the church office
871-3572, M-Th 9-2, Jocelyn Pryor

Sabbatical dates: May 19-June 9,
June 22-28, July 8-15, July 24August 14, August 28-September 4,
September 18-October 2, November
22-28, I also have another week yet to
be determined in October or
November!
Grace and peace,

Jeff
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April was a fun month at Good Shepherd School!
The kids learned about Easter and the meaning of
Jesus’ resurrection. We had an Easter egg hunt and
special parties in the classes. They also learned
about how things grow, and planted seeds for a
special garden that Ms. Andi is helping to plan.

Pre-K4 has been gearing up for graduation in May.
Where does the time go? We are treasuring the
days we have left with the children!

THE MEMORIAL GARDEN BOARD OF TRUSTEES
will celebrate Older Adults Sunday on May 7 by leading the service, titled
“GIVE ME THAT OLD TIME RELIGION”. A BBQ and Chicken lunch follows in
the Fellowship Hall. Rick Sutton will be preparing the BBQ/Chicken, and Shirley
and Robin Monnet will be preparing the sides as well as that world renowned
Banana Pudding! Those 55+ are invited to the luncheon and festivities. Wear
comfortable clothes for the fun. The cost is a free-will offering that will go to
support the Memorial Garden. There are inserts in the bulletin to fill out or you
may email Teddy Marcot, teddynm@gmail.com with your preference for either
BBQ or Chicken. We look forward to a fun filled afternoon.

Minute for Mission
For More than six decades, South Carolina
Presbyterian churches have marked Mother’s Day
with an offering to be used by Presbyterian
Communities, a special ministry these churches
founded to bless older adults.
Today, Presbyterian Communities operates five
retirement communities that more than 800
seniors across the state call “home”. Each location
provides a full range of accommodations and
services from independent and active living to
healthcare and memory support.
Presbyterian churches and their members play a
vital role in sustaining this ministry. One way they
do this is through the Mother’s Day Offering, which
is solely to provide charitable care for residents
who have outlived their life’s savings.
Even when someone has saved responsibly for
retirement, an especially long life or a health crisis
can deplete his or her financial resources. It is
truly a blessing that generous Presbyterian
churches and their members help to shelter and
care for each and every one of these through the
Mother’s Day Offering.
On Mother’s Day, May 14, our congregation will
continue this tradition of caring that touches the
lives of needy seniors. Please consider giving
generously for this special offering and help give
these seniors and their families precious security
and peace of mind.
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~ from your church family!

KIDSFEST 2017
Calling all kids, youth and adults!
Mark your calendars for our VBS KidsFest events:
June 24: A day of VBS – CHASING BUTTERFLIES 9am-2pm
The Green Team and the Christian Education Committee are joining
forces in teaching the life cycle of the butterfly and sharing how this

miracle in nature is identical to how we are transformed by faith. Our
day will be filled with creating butterfly crafts as well as constructing
butterfly habitats with host plants. We will invite all VBS participants
to return to release our butterflies. If you can help with our
TRANSFORMATION for this fun event, or if you would like to send
your child (3K-5th grade) please sign up on the website: dorchesterpresbyterian.org.

July 29: WATER FUN 10am-12pm
We will transform our DPC back yard into a giant water slide! We will also have a
special guest who will teach us about fire safety. All kids, youth and adults are
guaranteed to have a blast. Sign up on the website! CAUTION: YOU WILL GET WET!

August 12, 2-4pm
JUST PLAIN OLD FASHIONED SKATING FUN! Before we jump into our back-toschool schedules, let’s skate away for an afternoon. This event is sponsored by the
Christian Education committee and will be free for all children. Sign up on the website!

Session Highlights from April’s Meeting
Under Committee Reports:
For the Youth, The Haiti Silent Auction/Dinner Fundraiser is April 30! Many great auction items and a
wonderful dinner! Tickets are only $10!!
The Finance Committee discussed a potential cash flow issue for May due to a busy time of year for
trip deposits and trip needs.
The Technology Committee encourages everyone to continue to check out the updated website for
upcoming events. Please visit the site at www.dorchesterpresbyterian.org
The Fellowship Team would like to thank everyone who came to the Easter Breakfast – great fellowship
and food!
The Mission Committee is preparing for Dorchester Serves Day on Saturday, May 6th. Mark you
calendars and sign-up for the site where you would like to work.
The Personnel Committee continues to make needed and necessary changes to the Policy and
Procedure Manual.
The Property Committee urges people to submit work requests before the committee meets on the
first Tuesday of each month. This will allow enough time to plan and prepare before the Work Day!
The Good Shepherd School continues to have work completed in the building.
The Worship Committee reminds everyone that we will be worshiping at Cane Bay Presbyterian on
Sunday, April 30 at 10:00 am!
The Presbyterian Women enjoyed a successful Spring Gathering with over 150 people in attendance!
Under New Business:
After hearing a report from the Sign Committee, Session members boarded the buses and traveled to
the homes of three Church Members in need of special healing prayers.
Blessings to all!
Jocelyn Pryor, Clerk of Session

THANK YOU DORCHESTER!
I would like to thank all of the saints of Dorchester PC who were instrumental in keeping me going on
this journey with encouragement, love and support. I am VERY grateful for all of you! Dorothy
Blackwelder was the first to lead me to Lay school, encouraging,
nudging and mentoring me in so many ways, but God has continually
used so many others as well, especially Jeff who has been so patient
with me over the years, teaching, nurturing and guiding me in my faith.
Simplicia has always had an uplifting word and all the advisors,
committee members and Presbyterian women I have had the honor to
serve with have shown me the face of God's grace. I wouldn't have
finished these last classes without my supportive rock Peter, nor would
I have begun without the Session members in 2012 who endorsed me,
even though they didn't know me or what I was about to do. I have
learned so much from all of you-mostly what it means to be loved
Michele Jones was presented her
unconditionally.
The light of Christ shines through each one of you. I am honored to
call you my brothers and sisters in Christ. My cup overflows!

Love, Michele

diploma, after graduating from
Lay school on Sunday April 2,
2017 at Presbyterian College.
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Dorchester Presbyterian Church
10290 Dorchester Road
Summerville, SC 29485

Office Hours
9:00-2:00 p.m.
Monday –Thursday
Phone: 843-871-3572

Email Addresses have changed:
Church Office
(Simplicia) office@dorchesterpres.org
(Dianne) finance@dorchesterpres.org
jeff.kackley@dorchesterpres.org
Christian Educator: andistem@dorchesterpres.org
Youth Director: sayesimpson@dorchesterpres.org
———————————————————————————————
(Jocelyn Pryor) Clerk of Session: clerk@dorchesterpres.org

SUNDAY MORNING
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship: 10:15 a.m.
DORCHESTER

Rev. Jeff Kackley, Pastor
Andi Stem, Christian Educator
Saye Simpson, Youth Director
Linda Wills & Angie Krouse, Organists
Kevin Gossett, Music Director
Amy Plexico & Angela Laflin, Nursery Staff
Dianne Dube, Financial Administrator
Simplicia Smith, Church Administrator
Kim Monnet & Sherry Posadas, Good Shepherd School co- Directors

