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Dear Friends, 

 I am very excited about my sabbatical year!  Thank you! 

 It is humbling to serve as your pastor.  Your love and kindness 

towards me and my family is overwhelming, and your love and grace 

towards one another is evident as you extend it beyond yourselves to the 

larger community. 

 I already feel renewed and refreshed as I look forward to this year 

with our congregation.  Obviously, I am looking forward to having time 

off scattered throughout the year, but I also believe this will be a year of 

tremendous growth for us. 

 We are set up for growth.  We are organized, properly staffed, and 

debt-free.  We’ve worked through some of our issues from the past.  

We’ve discussed and planned who and what we want to be, and planned 

accordingly. 

 And so, it is time for us to be the people that we are, the people we 

want to become. 

 Growth can look and be measured in a lot of different ways, but it 

is God who does the growing. 

 As we grow together, find your niche.  Find your sunny spot in 

God’s light! 

 Church is not a “have-to.”  It’s a “want-to,” a “I’ve gotta,” a “I’ve 

got no choice but to be a part of God’s work!” 

 As we grow, do what you want.  Let’s all do what we want.  As a 

church let us do what God wants us to do, and let’s leave the rest alone or 

behind or just not go there. 

 We are at our best when we can be ourselves in a safe environment 

where we love and accept one another for who we are. 

 Let’s be stretched and challenged following God’s lead, and let’s 

see what God will do with us! 

       Grace and peace, 

       Jeff 
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OYSTER ROAST & CHILI COOK— OFF       Saturday, February 18    4-6pm 

Mark your calendars! 

Whether you love oysters, chili or hot dogs, this event IS FOR YOU! 

Dust off your chili recipes and let’s get those crock pots in line! If chili is 

not your forte, bring a dessert (A-L) or a side item (M-Z). Oyster eater 

fee is $15 ($20 day of the event) and hot dog eater fee is $5 ($10 day of 

the event).  Please drop off your payment at the church office or leave it 

in Andi’s box (with your check marked “oyster roast”).  

Please use the green envelopes in Andi’s box. This is a rain or shine event. 

Memorial Day Montreat 

Retreat  

for ages 55 and up!  

May 26-29 

Have you experienced the magic of Montreat?  

Join us this Memorial Day weekend as we head to North Carolina Mountains for a three-

day escape of fun, fellowship and discovery.  We will stay at the South Carolina House 

(www.schomemontreat.org).  Each morning we will enjoy a full country breakfast at the 

South Carolina House and then begin our adventure. Saturday, weather permitting, we 

will have a picnic by the creek, and then spend the afternoon in Black Mountain. Sunday 

morning we will attend the annual Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Worship Service in Anderson 

Auditorium, which begins with the Pipin’ o’ the Green at 10:15, followed by Worship at 

11. For those interested, a group tour of Biltmore House can be scheduled for that 

afternoon, followed by dinner on the estate. We are taking the bus, yet may need 

additional drivers.  The lodging cost is $27 per person per night (50% advance deposit 

required). Advance discount tickets for Biltmore are $65 each. Average breakfast cost 

per day is $10. Lunch and dinner expenses will vary based on the restaurant selected. 

The Red Rocker Inn is an exceptional dining experience, yet many may enjoy a simple 

meal at the Blue Ridge Biscuit Company or pizza at My Father’s Pizza. Options ABOUND!  

Please email Andi at andistem@dorchesterpresbyterian.org by February 15 if you wish 

to attend this great weekend event.  



 

 

S 
ession Highlights From January’s meeting of Session:  
We spent a great deal of time on the 2017 Budget.  After session reviewed each and every line item, 
they approved a budget but this figure will be adjusted slightly after salary changes are made that 
include various benefits.   

 Under the Clerk’s Report: 
The service of ordination and installation for the Ruling Elders-elect and Deacons-elect was held during 
the worship service on January 08, 2017.   

Letter received from Thornwell thanking Dorchester Presbyterian Church for the $1,000 contribution on 
12/5/16. 

 Under Committee Reports: 

For the Deacons, Jeff reported the Deacons will be meeting on January 29.  Deacons have been assigned 
to their Shepherding Teams and that will be shared during the Congregational Meeting.  

For the Youth, Jackson Wells reported that there were 31 youth and adults at the lock-in on Fri 1/13/17.  
The group stayed at First Scot’s Youth house after a night of pizza, bowling and a visit to Krispy Kreme!  
The houses for Montreat have been booked. There are 10 youth signed up for the High School Bethelwoods 
trip in February.  3 youth from DPC are on the planning team!  Parents meeting will be held this Sunday 
during Youth to go over Spring Schedule and Summer Trip info.   

The Finance Committee reported that the budget was only negative $5,500 for 2016.  The 2017 budget 
will be tight, but possible if everyone works together. 
The Christian Education Committee met on 1/4/17 and heard from Saye Simpson regarding 
fundraising ideas for the Haiti trip.  Many exciting opportunities coming up – stay tuned!  Children’s 
Worship Bags were also discussed and the committee voted to approve adding Children’s Bulletins to the 
Worship Bags and ordering pre-made Children’s Bulletins for ages 3-6 yr olds with themes that are based 
around the lectionary.  In order to reach out to children who haven’t been coming to Sunday School, Andi 
Stem is putting together a list of children so the teachers can reach out to them.  Andi is also working on 
cleaning up Sunday School cabinets, checking in with adult classes regarding their curriculum needs and 
starting up an “Earthcare” education sharing program.   Keep an eye out - there are 4 upcoming retreats 
that the committee will advertise and will also offer scholarship money.  Andi shared that she has created 
an additional Christian Education event with GSS students where she meets with them every Thursday for 
activity, song and craft.   

The Technology Committee reported they made changes to the website for the changes in holiday 
hours.  The new website is very close to going live! 
The Fellowship Team shared that there will be a luncheon immediately following the congregational 
meeting on Sunday 1/22/17.  Meat will be served and DPC members will bring sides and desserts.  Come 
join the fun at the 3rd Annual Scavenger Hunt which will be held following worship Sunday 1/29/17 with 
sandwiches being provided.  Stay on the lookout - The Oyster Roast and Chili Cook-Off date will be set 
soon! 
The Mission Committee shared that the God’s Gift Shop did well and were pleased with the outcome.  
Dorchester Serves dates will be announced soon – be on the lookout for that great day of fellowship and 
ministry! 

The Personnel Committee has been conducting a survey of comparable area preschools and it revealed 
that GSS pays at or above average, and our benefits are more generous than most.  The committee was 
also busy making plans for Jeff’s sabbatical. 

The Property Committee reported that necessary repairs are being made to the plumbing at GSS.  
Workday will occur on January 21st.  

The Worship Committee is still looking for a Greeter Coordinator to replace Kathie Wilbur.  Kathie will 
continue through January in hopes of a new committee member desiring to help in this area.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping out with this ministry!  The committee spent the majority of the time 
discussing Jeff’s sabbatical.  Linda Jenkins attended the meeting to clarify the Worship Committee’s 
expectations during the sabbatical.   

The Good Shepherd School reported that they were closed the week of Christmas.  The Board is 
discussing a possible increase in tuition as there has not been one for 2 years.  The student average in 
December was 82 strong! 



 

 

The Presbyterian Women held a well-received luncheon for 30+ women from the Village on 1-12-17.  
Preparation is still underway for the Presbytery-wide PW Spring Gathering in April to be hosted for the 
first time at DPC for about 140 people.  Surgical caps are being made and our ladies will be sharing the 
pattern with Hillside Baptist Church women so they can help with the project! 

 Under New Business 

The election was held to elect Church Treasurer & Corporate Officers for One-Year Terms (currently Church 
Treasurer is Kathy Worthington; currently Corporate Officers are Bob Ticknor, President; Peter Jones, Vice 
President; Kathy Worthington Secretary/Treasurer).  A big thank you to this group for willing to continue this 
important service! 

Martha Sue Hope was elected to be the commissioner for the February 25th Winter Meeting of Presbytery.   

Justin Dean has been approved for ordination on 1/29/17.  We look forward to him being official! 

Jocelyn Pryor, Clerk of Session 

J anuary’s Session Highlights continued….. 

F e b r u a r y  B i r t h d a y s   

From your 

church family! 

Roslyn Taylor 14 

Ethan Prevuznak 15 
Jack Judson 16 
Bob Semle 16 
Duncan Kackley 17 
Jaiden Howard  19 
Don Graves  20 
Haley Norman  21 
Tristan Veal  21 
George Kramer  22 
Kathy Killough  24 

Julie Richardson  24 

Ryan Colucci   25 
Martha Sue Hope 25 
AJ Raneri  25 
Elizabeth Blake 26 
Andrew Stark 26 
Ike Lowry  27 
Emma Page   27 
Addison Wells 28 

Steve Dube 1 

Rick Lomberk 3 
Ellen Smith 4 
Vicki Campbell 6 
Amanda Hogate 6 
Russ Blackwelder 8 
Kelly Howard 8 
Locke Kackley 10 
Marissa Kampwerth 12 
Lisa Morris 13 
Jackson Page 13 

SCOUT SUNDAY 

February 5 

Boy Scout Troop 

700 and Cub 

Scout Troop 700 

will serve during 

worship.   

GSS is off to a strong start in 2017! We came back from Christmas vacation 
refreshed and ready to take on a New Year. The GSS staff just completed the 
first class in a series of training with Dorchester County First Steps. We are 
excited to bring some of these new ideas to our classrooms. 
We have appreciated the past generosity of others in helping us keep to keep 
GSS in top running order. We are in need of a couple items for the school, if 
anyone is able and led to help. We could use a front desk for the office- one 
that is in good condition, has ample storage, and would accommodate a 
computer. If anyone has a spare desk they aren't using, we will gladly take it 
off your hands! Also, we are always in need of new books for the children. We 
would greatly appreciate new or used book donations. Please drop them by 
the school office. And finally, we are hiring good quality teachers. If you know 
of anyone, please have them stop by the school office to fill out an application. 

GOOD SHEP ERD SCHOOL 



 

 

 

Pray. Learn. Connect. Join Rev. Heather Prince Doss and Eric 

Doss on a once-in-a-lifetime pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

September 18-27, 2017 with other members of Charleston 

Atlantic Presbytery. We will fully experience the lands of 

ancient Judaism and Christianity, watching the scriptures come to 

life as you journey through the wilderness and pray in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. We will experience modern religious 

traditions; celebrating Shabbat with Jewish Israelis, worshiping 

with a local Christian community and learning about the practice 

of Islam in the Holy Land. This pilgrimage will help you build 

deep and lasting relationships with others from the Charleston 

Atlantic Presbytery through groups experiences, guided 

reflections, and shared worship experiences. Information about 

this trip is available in the church office or see additional 

information at : www.progressivepilgrimage.org/cap 



 

 

10290 Dorchester Road 

Summerville, SC  29485 

Office Hours:  9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

         Monday-Thursday 

Telephone:     (843) 871-3572 

Visit our Website at: 

www.dorchesterpresbyterian.org 

SUNDAY MORNING 
 

Worship: 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m. 

 

DORCHESTER PRESBYTERIAN  

CHURCH (USA) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Rev. Jeff Kackley, Pastor 

Andi Stem, Christian Educator 

Saye Simpson, Youth Director 

Angie Krouse, Organist 

Kevin Gossett, Music Director 

Amy Plexico & Angela Laflin, Nursery Staff 

Dianne Dube, Financial Administrator 

Simplicia Smith, Church Administrator 

Kim Monnet, Good Shepherd School Director 


